Chapter II
COLLABORATION
I. Laval
TN his message of October 11, 1940, that in which he out-
JLlined his programme, Marshal Petain declared that France knows
that, "whatever the political map of Europe and the world,
the problem of Franco-German relations, treated so lightly in the
past, will continue to determine its future. Without a doubt
Germany can, after her victory over our arms, choose between a
traditional peace of oppression and a new peace of collaboration;
instead of the distress, disturbances, repressions, and no doubt
fighting, that would be the consequences of a new peace made in
the old manner, Germany may prefer a living peace for the con-
queror, a peace producing prosperity for all The choice belongs
in the first place to the conqueror, it depends on the conquered too.
If all paths are closed to us we shall know how to wait and to
suffer; if on the other hand a hope dawns on the world we shall
know how to master our humiliation, our sorrows, our ruins. In
presence of a victor who has known how to rise above victory, we
shall know how to rise above our defeat."
Then came the Laval-Goering meetings and the interview at
Montoire between the Marshal and Hitler on October 20. Soon
after this interview, on October 30, the Marshal exclaimed: "It
is in all honour, and to maintain the unity of France, a unity often
centuries, within the framework of a constructive activity in the
New Order of Europe, that I enter to-day upon the path of
collaboration. In this way, in the near future, the load of the
sufferings of our country may be lightened, the lot of our prisoners
may be improved, the burden of the costs of occupation may be
lessened; thus the line of demarcation may be made flexible, and
the administration and reprovisioning of our territory facilitated."
A few days later a semi-official communique endeavoured to
allay all too well founded apprehensions by clearly stating that
" there has never been any question of peace negotiations, and there
will be none as long as the war continues between Germany and
England"; but adding that all must understand that "this-policy
of collaboration is the only one that can ensure our country's
safety, and allow her honourably to occupy her rightful place in
tib.e new Europe" (Havas, November iz, 1940).
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